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[bookmark: _GoBack]"This is how we do it!" by Kirstine Beeley. 
This publication is based on the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning, which although is directly connected to the EYFS in England, can be easily transferable to any nation and any childcare setting in the world. The book starts off by looking at the playing and exploring aspects of the characteristics and the subject of finding out and exploring. This shows not only how to make your setting more exciting for young learners but also covers the key topic of sensory development. You can clearly see throughout the publication in the text and the amazing photos that Kirstine is as passionate about early maths as I am and this is threaded through the environment and activities throughout the publication, as it should be in real life practice!  
Kirstine continues on to the look at how your environment can support children to be independent learners and how the adult fits into this as the facilitator. One of my favourite parts of the whole books covers the valuable open ended resources and the benefit these bring to children's learning, with lots of great suggestions for settings to pick up and use. Throughout the whole book there are so many great ideas for provocation for children to direct their own learners and examples of this through bright and engaging photos. I love to see children engaged in their play and all photos in this book show clearly that Kirstine has captured this, from children using a real hammer, to building towers to drawing circles with chalk on the ground outside. Whichever activity the children are doing in this book show their engagement, motivation for learning and how they are able to think critically for themselves.... the characteristics of effective learning in a nutshell!!
I recommend this publication to anyone who is struggling to understand how to provide engaging activities and a provocative environment where children are able to develop as independent learners covering all areas of the curriculum, regardless of which nation you sit it. 
Happy reading everyone!!!! http://amzn.to/2fESk6J 
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