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How to tell if a resource is open ended 

Open ended resources result in open ended play which in turn fosters the characteristics of 

effective learning.  

Through open ended play children have the opportunity to problem solve, explore and 

develop their mathematical learning. 

Adults can sensitively engage in open ended play with children providing opportunity for 

sustained shared thinking, meaningful conversations and collaborative working. Children 

learn to be more curious and find their own solutions whilst adults find out about what the 

child knows and understands 

How do I 
know if a 

resource is 
open 

ended? 

Leads to 
imaginative 
and creative 

play

Can be played 
with 

differently as 
a child grows 
and develops

Doesn't need 
instructions

Play is 
controlled by 

the child 
rather than 

the toy

Doesn't 
require 

batteries

Can be played 
with in 

multiple ways


