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Mini Maths Explorers - outdoors challenge audit tool

Please note you should evaluate how you use all your outdoor areas, not just the nursery garden / play area – include any visits or outings / forest school activities or any other opportunities for children to access the outside environment 
	Audit area
	

Not at all
	Requires Development
	Good
	

Excellent
	Evidence / notes

	Practitioners 
	
	
	
	
	

	Practitioners are all aware of the different mathematical opportunities the outdoor environments hold

	
	
	
	
	

	Practitioners make the most of all the mathematical opportunities the outdoors hold through purposeful play-based activities 


	
	
	
	
	

	Practitioners use observations from outdoor activities when evaluating children’s mathematical development and thinking and use these to plan next steps outdoors and indoors 


	
	
	
	
	

	Practitioners use mathematical language outdoors for children to hear, use and utilise in their own play opportunities 


	
	
	
	
	

	Practitioners engage children in sustained shared thinking in relation to maths outdoors


	
	
	
	
	

	Environment – Overall 
	
	
	
	
	

	Children are able to access outdoor learning when this suits their needs and interests and independently where safe to do so


	
	
	
	
	


	Audit area
	

Not at all
	Requires Development
	Good
	

Excellent
	Evidence / notes

	Open ended resources are available outdoors for children to use for all aspects of mathematical development in their own initiated play 


	
	
	
	
	

	 The outdoor environment for the under-twos provides age/stage opportunities for mathematical development 


	
	
	
	
	

	Children have time, space and opportunities to use their mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding in their own self initiated activities outdoors 


	
	
	
	
	

	The outdoor environment is used to extend and develop children’s mathematical knowledge and understanding, especially through physical activities 


	
	
	
	
	

	Environment – Number / counting / calculating / 

problem solving 
	
	
	
	
	

	Numbers are displayed outside the nursery that are reflective of the outdoor environment and children’s interests

	
	
	
	
	

	Numbers are incorporated into physical play and available for children to see, use, touch, manipulate and incorporate into their play opportunities *both adult led and child initiated 


	
	
	
	
	

	Resources are available to support counting outdoors (e.g. Large abacus, large and natural counting materials)  

	
	
	
	
	

	The outdoor environment offers plenty of opportunities for collecting and sorting items in a variety of ways

	
	
	
	
	


	Audit area 
	

Not at all
	Requires Development
	Good
	

Excellent
	Evidence / notes

	Opportunities for maths in ICT in a variety of formats and tools, e.g. calculators, cameras are used outdoors


	
	
	
	
	

	Resources are available for children to problem solve for themselves to practice and use their mathematical knowledge, e.g. open ended resources, junk modelling materials with tools 

	
	
	
	
	

	Environment – Shape, space, measure 
	
	
	
	
	

	The outdoor environment allows for children to explore and investigate different shapes and sizes of natural and manmade resources  

	
	
	
	
	

	3D shapes are available in different formats outside 


	
	
	
	
	

	Resources are available outdoors for children to learn about measuring, e.g. jugs, bottles, cups, measuring tapes, rulers, scales, balances 


	
	
	
	
	

	Measuring activities are integrated into outdoor play


	
	
	
	
	

	When using the measuring resources outdoors, natural objects are sourced and used 


	
	
	
	
	

	A variety of activities and resources are available to support children to learn about and use ‘time’ whilst outdoors in purposeful play-based activities


	
	
	
	
	


	Audit area 
	

Not at all
	Requires Development
	Good
	

Excellent
	Evidence / notes

	Resources are available to support children to learn about money whilst outdoors in a purposeful play-based environment 


	
	
	
	
	

	Opportunities are available for children to learn about spatial awareness with regards to large scale building equipment, understanding the size, shape and dimensions of different materials 


	
	
	
	
	

	General 


	
	
	
	
	

	Purposeful opportunities are available for children to use maths whilst out and about in the community 


	
	
	
	
	

	Mathematical development is linked to other areas of learning within the outdoor areas


	
	
	
	
	

	Resources are available to support parents with home learning opportunities in maths when they are outdoors 


	
	
	
	
	


